Seoul Is Tense but Avoids Hysteria 
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SEOUL, South Korea, April 
16 — The mood of this city 
following the downing of a 
United States reconnaissance 
aircraft off North Korea yester- 
day is a curious mixture of ten- 
sion, belligerence and a kind of 
“we’ve been through all this be- 
fore” attitude. 

The tension was signaled by 
the sudden silence of Govern- 
ment and military officials 
particularly by the United 
States Embassy and the Eighth 
Army headquarters. It is the 
same sort of nervous reticence 
that followed the capture of the 
intelligence ship Pueblo by 
North Korean gunboats on Jan. 
23, 1968. 

. South Korea’s press and poli- 
ticians were not reticent, how- 
ever, in demanding that the 
United States respond quickly 
and sharply to the North Korea 
attack on the reconnaissance 
plane. 

All of Seoul’s six evening 


newspapers, which generally re- 
flect Government views, urged 
the United States to take 
resolute steps for retaliation. 

The Seoul Shinmun, a news- 
paper closely identified with 
the South Korean Government, 
said in an editorial that “the 
Nixon Administration should 
take decisive and effective re- 
taliatory measures for the grave 
incident as soon as possible, 
otherwise the prestige of the 
United States will be hurt seri- 
ously.” 

Another newspaper, .the 
Daihan Ubo, said: “Offense is 
the best means of self-defense. 
The peace of northeast Asia 
can be secured by giving a 
decisive blow to North Korea.” 

In general, the downing of 
the United States Navy plane is 
regarded in this capital as the 
first real test of President 
Nixon’s Korean strategy and of 
his administration’s will to de- 
fend South Korea. Some offi- 
cials privately expressed their 
belief that the President’s re- 
sponse to this incident would 
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be a key to his entire Asian P 
security policy. 

But if the reaction of Seoul A 
to the downing of the plane '•*> 
was strong, it was also devoid J 
of the sort of hysteria that fol-. n 
lowed the Pueblo seizure last - 0 
year. 

After the Pueblo incident and 
the attempted assassination of 
President Chung Hee Park two . 
days before that, Seoul was 
in the grip of war fever. At ‘ ! 
the time that war with the i 
North Koreans was imminent. r 

Today, no such alarm or ex- 
citement is evident here. The 
South Korean Government has .2 
indicated that it will make use u 
of the incident to press Wash- 
ington for more military aid, . 
but tere is no sense of im- 
mediate threat. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for . 
the United Nations command 
said this afternoon that no de- / 
cision had been reached yet \ 
on the North Korean proposal 
for, a meeting of the Korean , 
Military Armistice Commission ’ 
in Panmunjom on Friday.' 


